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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ILLINOIS STATE 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY, CAPITOL BUILDING, 

SPRINGFIELD, ILL., THLTRSDAY AND 

FRIDAY, MAY 15^16, 1913. 

The annual meeting of the Historical Society will be 
held on Thursday and Friday, May 15-16, 1913, in the 
State House, at Springfield. 

The annual address will be presented by Mr. George 
A. Lawrence, of Galesburg. The subject of Mr. Law- 
rence's address is Benjamin Lundy, the pioneer anti- 
slavery agitator of Illinois. Few of the citizens of today 
realize the work of Benjamin Lundy or know that he 
became a citizen of Illinois, published a newspaper at 
Hennepin and is buried in this State. 

Mr. Lawrence's address will be given on Thursday 
evening. The society will not hold its business session 
the first morning of the meeting but will hold it on the 
morning of the second day, Friday morning, at which 
time reports of officers and committees will be read, 
officers elected and other business will be presented. The 
change has been made on account of the fact that mem- 
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bers of the society who are teachers in the schools can 
not easily be away from home for two days and Friday 
being the most convenient day for them has been selected 
as the time for holding the annual business meeting of 
the society. A meeting of the Board of Directors and of 
some committees will be held on Thursday morning, but 
no general meeting of the society will be held. 

The literary sessions will begin on Thursday after- 
noon. Papers will be presented relating to the history of 
the religious denominations of the State. 

This will be one of the principal features of the annual 
meeting. Addresses will be made on the Eoman Catholic 
church by Eev. James Howard of Springfield; on the 
Baptist church by W. C. McNauU of Chicago ; the Metho- 
dist church by Eev. John M. Eyan of Pontiac; on the 
Presbyterian church by Eev. H. I). Jenkins of Eiverside, 
on the Christian church or Disciples of Christ by 
Eev. N. S. Haynes of Decatur. These gentlemen are all 
special students of the history of the churches mentioned, 
and it is believed that the papers presented will be of 
much interest, and it is certain that they will form a 
valuable addition to the ecclesiastical and denominational 
history of the State. It is hoped that the members of the 
society will avail themselves of this exceptional oppor- 
tunity to hear these historical addresses. 

April 23, 1913, is the one hundredth anniversary of the 
birth of Stephen A. Douglas and it is fitting that an ad- 
dress on this great American statesman be given at the 
annual meeting. The life and career of Douglas is of 
interest to every one, and many students have given 
special attention to the study of his character and 
achievements. 

Among these Douglas students no one has devoted 
more time, attention and painstaking research to the sub- 
ject than has Frank E. Stevens of Dixon, Illinois. Mr. 
Stevens is the author of the most complete and authorita- 
tive history of the Black Hawk war, and he has con- 
tributed valuable articles on historical subjects to the 
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columns of the transactions of the Historical Society and 
to the Journal, among the more notable of these being 
his account of the part taken by the frontier territory 
of Illinois in the war of 1812-1814, his sketch of the life 
of A. P. Field, and his recent contribution to the Journal 
of October, 1912, of the most valuable work in the anno- 
tation and editing of the autobiographical sketch of Sena- 
tor Douglas. Mr. Stevens has consented to give the so- 
ciety at the approaching annual meeting an address on 
Senator Douglas 

As the General Assembly of the State of Illinois will 
observe the centennial anniversary of the birth of Mr. 
Douglas on April 23, 1913, the Historical Society will not 
have special exercises on that day. 

Prof. 0. B. Clark of Drake University of Des Moines, 
Iowa, is to present an address on Abraham Lincoln. 
So much has been written about Mr. Lincoln that it would 
seem hardly possible that anything new could be said, 
but Professor Clark has some new thoughts and facts 
to communicate. These he will present to the Historical 
Society in an address at the approaching annual meeting, 
entitled *'The Lincoln Poor White Legend.'' 

Mr. B. F. Harris of Champaign, an active member of 
the Illinois State Bankers' Association, has consented to 
give the society an address on legislation in reference to 
agricultural conditions in Illinois. 

The titles of the above mentioned addresses are merely 
tentative. Exact titles will be given in the printed pro- 
gram which will be sent the members of the society. 

The society has recently lost by the hand of death two 
of its earliest and most prominent members. 

Mr. Paul Selby, the veteran newspaper man and the 
last of the members of the Illinois Editorial Convention 
of 1856, closed his earthly career on March 19, 1913, at 
the residence of his daughter, Mrs. Chas. H. Johnson, at 
River Forest, 111. Mr. W. H. Clendenin, editor of the Illi- 
nois State Register, and an associate editor of this Jour- 
nal, has been asked to present a paper on the life of 
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Mr. Selby at the annual meeting. Mr. Selby was 
an honorary member of the society and was most inter- 
ested in and helpful to it in every way. The secretary 
of the society has for years been assisted by the kind and 
generous counsel of Mr. Selby. 

On March 27, 1913, at his home in Freeport, HI., Gen. 
Smith D. Atkins died. Gen. Atkins was a vice president 
of the Historical Society almost since its organization 
and was one of its miost interested, valuable and conscien- 
tious members. 

An address on the life of General Atkins will be pre- 
sented at the annual meeting by Mr. Richard V. Carpen- 
ter of Belvidere, one of the directors of the society. 

Professor E. B. Greene, the president of the Board of 
Trustees of the Historical Library and one of the Direc- 
tors of the society, will speak at the meeting upon the 
condition of the public archives and records in this State 
and will make suggestions as to their preservation. 

This is in substance the plan for the approaching meet- 
ing. Programs will be sent to all members of the society 
as soon as the arrangements are completed. 

The secretary has so often urged the members of the 
society to make special efforts to attend the annual meet- 
ing that it seems unnecessary to repeat the plea. 
Matters of importance will be presented at the annual 
meeting and there is every reason why the members 
should attend. 

They will derive pleasure and profit from the sessions 
and will encourage the officers of the society and the 
speakers. 

It is likely that the weather will be pleasant at that 
season, the middle of May. Springfield is then at its 
best. 

The members of the society and their families and 
friends are again urgently requested to attend the annual 
meeting. 
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CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF 
STEPHEN A. DOUGLAS, APRIL 23, 1913. 

The Forty-eighth General Assembly of the State of 
Illinois will meet in joint session at 2 P. M. on Wednes- 
day, April 23, 1913, in honor of the one hundredth anni- 
versary of the birth of Stephen A Douglas. 

Special exercises will be held, and Governor Edward 
F. Dunne will be the presiding officer. Invitations have 
been sent to many distinguished citizens, and persons 
who knew Senator Douglas have been specially invited. 

Hon. Robert D. Douglas, of Greensboro, North Caro- 
lina, has accepted the invitation and will deliver an ad- 
dress on the life and services of his illustrious grand- 
father. 

Mr. W. T. Davidson, of Lewistown, the veteran editor, 
will deliver an address. The principal address on Sena- 
tor Douglas will be presented by former Vice President 
A. E. Stevenson, of Bloomington, Illinois. Senator Cul- 
lom has been obliged to decline the invitation of the 
Legislative Conamittee as he is not well enough to make 
the long journey from Washington. 

Hon. Clark E. Carr, President of the Illinois State 
Historical Society, was invited to address the General 
Assembly, but is unable to do so, as he had already ac- 
cepted an invitation to address the Chicago Historical 
Society on that day. 

Addresses will be made by the two United States Sen- 
ators from Illinois, Hon. J. Hamilton Lewis and Hon. L. 
T. Sherman, and also by United States Senator James A. 
Reed, of Missouri. The centennial celebration will be a 
notable occasion. 

The Chicago Historical Society will also celebrate the 
Douglas centenary. Col. Clark E. Carr, President of the 
Illinois State Historical Society, will deliver the princi- 
pal address. Mr. Martin F. Douglas, a grandson of 
Senator Douglas, will read an address written by his 
father, Judge Robert M. Douglas, the only surviving child 
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of Stephen A. Douglas, and Mr. Wallace Eice will read 
his original ode entitled ** Stephen Arnold Douglas/^ 

The Chicago Historical Society will also hold a brief 
service at the tomb of Douglas on the morning of April 
23rd, the centennial anniversary of his birth. 



CENTENNIAL OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 



COMMISSION CHEATED TO PREPARE FOR THE ONE HUNDREDTH 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE STATERS ADMISSION TO THE 

FEDERAL UNION, 1918. 

Two joint resolutions have been passed by the present 
General Assembly of the State authorizing the creation 
of a commission to plan for the celebration of the cen- 
tennial of Illinois. These resolutions were introduced by 
Senator C. S. Hearn, of Quincy. The text of both resolu- 
tions is herewith given in full. 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 15. 

Offered by Mr. Hearn, February 4, 1913. Laid on the 
table for one day. 

"Whereas, Illinois was admitted to the Union of States 
December Third, Eighteen Hundred Eighteen, A. D., the 
centennial anniversary thereof being rapidly approach- 
ing, and it being meet and fit that the State which has 
given of its sons so proliflcally to the progress of the na- 
tion and the world, during the period of its statehood, 
should fittingly observe its hundredth anniversary by a 
celebration which shall do honor to itself and to the 
nation. 

Resolved, by the Senate, the House of Representatives 
concurring: That a commission consisting of five mem- 
bers of the Senate and five members of the House of 
Eepresentatives of the Forty-eighth General Assembly 
shall be appointed, to have charge of the preliminary 
arrangements of such celebration to be held in Spring- 
field, the State Capital, on such centennial date, and to 
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determine, as may be, the character and necessities of 
such celebration, and to report the result of its findings 
to the Forty-ninth General Assembly. Such joint com- 
mission to hold its meetings in the City of Springfield, 
at such time or times as may be necessary to successfully 
inaugurate such movement. 
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SENATE JOINT KESOLUTION NO. 20. 

Whereas, Senate Joint Eesolution No. 15 was adopted 
by the Senate on the twelfth day of February, 1913, and 
adopted by the House of Eepresentatives on February 
18, 1913 ; wherein it was provided that a commission con- 
sisting of ten members of the General Assembly be ap- 
pointed to have charge of the preliminary arrangements 
to celebrate the centennial anniversary of the admittance 
of the State of Illinois into the Union. 

And Whereas, Since the adoption and concurrence of 
the said resolution, it has been found that it would be 
beneficial and of great assistance to the joint committee 
of the General Assembly to be appointed under said reso- 
lution, because of their great experience and knowledge 
to have five additional members added thereto of whom 
three shall be officials in the University of Illinois and 
the other two shall be representatives of the Illinois 
Historical Society; therefore, 

Resolved, By the Senate of the State of Illinois, the 
House of Eepresentatives concurring therein, that E. J. 
James, E. B. Greene and J. W. Gamer, of the University 
of Illinois, and Jessie Palmer Weber and Dr. Otto L. 
Schmidt, of the Illinois Historical Society, are hereby 
appointed as additional members of the committee here- 
tofore provided for. 

Ftirther Resolved, That the committee is hereby au- 
thorized to employ such necessary assistants as may be 
deemed expedient to carry out the purposes of this reso- 
lution, and that an appropriation be made therefor. 
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The above resolution, which is in fact an amendment 
to Senate Joint Eesolution No. 15, was concurred in by 
the House of Eepresentatives April 8, 1913. 

Under the rules of the Senate the five senators will be 
selected by the executive committee of the Senate, and 
the five members of the House will be appointed by the 
Speaker. 

Members of the Illinois State Historical Society are 
requested to give the matter of the centennial celebration 
earnest thought, and suggestions will be welcomed by the 
secretary of the society who has been named a member 
of the commission. 

It is hoped that the centennial will be celebrated in a 
manner which will make it a real memorial, showing in 
a truly great and appropriate manner the wonderful 
growth of Illinois and its people in their material and 
mental resources. 



SPECIAL MEETING OF THE STATE HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY, HELD, SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS, 
FEBRUARY 18, 1913. 

The special meeting of the Illinois, State Historical 
Society which was held in the State Library at Spring- 
field, was a most successful meeting and the evening 
session was largely attended by the citizens of Spring- 
field and a large number of the members of the Legis- 
lature were also in attendance. 

At the afternoon meeting no literary program was 
given; The principal business at the afternoon meeting 
was the question of the status of the plans for the 
proposed new building. President Charles H. Rammel- 
kamp, of Illinois College, Jacksonville was the principal 
speaker. President Rammelkamp is a member of the 
Commission created by the Forty-Seventh General As- 
sembly for the purpose of making plans for the building, 
and a member of the sub-committee which was appointed 
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by the Commission to confer with the State Architect 
and other persons in regard to the plans for the building. 
Professor Rammelkamp told of the labors of the Com- 
mission and of the plans prepared by the State Architect 
for it. 

Prof. E. B. Greene also spoke of the work of the Com- 
mission. Mr. J. N. Perrin, of St. dair county, spoke of 
the approaching centennial celebration of St. Clair 
county. 

The Illinois State Historical Society heartily endorsed 
the plans for the celebration and on motion of Mr. Perrin 
a committee was appointed to co-operate with the St. 
Clair County Centennial Aissociation in making the 
celebration a success. The members of the committee 
appointed by the President are : William A. Meese, chair- 
man, Charles H. Eammelkamp, E. L. Meritt, Miss Lottie 
E. Jones and Mrs. Jessie Palmer Weber. 

At the evening meeting Mr. Charles M. Thompson 
spoke of the work done in locating the ** Lincoln Way.*' 
This is the route supposed to have been taken by Thomas 
Lincoln, the father of Abraham Lincoln, when coming 
with his family and a party of friends and relatives from 
Indiana to Illinois. Mr. Thompson has been the agent 
of the Illinois State Historical Library in attempting to 
locate this route and he told in a most entertaining man- 
ner of his work in interviewing old settlers, visiting old 
towns, and trails and examining old surveys, county 
records, maps, etc. 

Mr. William A Meese presented his illustrated lecture 
on persons and places noted in early Illinois history. The 
pictures are very fine, many of them being from rare 
original negatives owned by Mr. Meese. 

The pupils of the seventh and eighth grades of the 
public schools having been invited to attend the lecture, 
came in large numbers. There were more than one 
hundred boys and girls in attendance and they seemed 
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much interested in the pictures and the remarks of both 
Mr. Meese and Mr. Thompson. 

While the attendance of members of the Historical 
Society was not as large as was desired, the attendance 
of the general public was most gratifying. 



THE AMERICAN MELTING POT. 

The brief but scholarly paper of Judge J. 0. Cunning- 
ham, on the ** Evolution of the American People,^' in the 
January number of the Journal, recalls an old anecdote of 
the Civil war that well illustrates the heterogeneous ele- 
ments amalgamated in the evolution of Americans as a 
race. 

As related, in a convivial gathering of several colonels 
of Union regiments, during one of the southern cam- 
paigns, the conversation turned upon the superior merits, 
or distinguishing features, of their respective regiments. 
One colonel said he had the bravest men in the division. 
Another boasted that he had the best drilled regiment in 
the whole army, and so on. At length a Chicago colonel, 
who hadn't much of anything about his command to brag 
about, remarked that he had in his regiment men of 
nineteen different nationalities. This was thought by 
some of the others to be an extravagant statement, and 
he was asked to name them. He said, as he counted them, 
he had English, French, Germans, Italians, Irish, S<K)tch, 
Poles, Swedes, and continued until he had named eighteen 
nationalities, but could not remember the nineteenth. 
Again he named them all over to the eighteenth, but still 
could not recall the other one. This he repeated two or 
three times, when he suddenly exclaimed: **Ah, yes! 
Now I have it ! In addition to the eighteen I have named 
I have a few Americans.'* 
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GIFT OF BOOKS AND MANUSCEIPTS TO THE 
ILLINOIS STATE HISTOEICAL LIBRAEY 
AND SOCIETY. 

The following named books have been presented to the 
Library. The Board of Trustees of the Library and the 
officers of the Society desire to acknowledge the receipt 
of these valuable contributions and to thank the donors 
for them : 

A Farm Philosopher. A Love Story. By Ada H. Kepley. 410 pages, 
8 vo., 1912. The Woman's Printery, Teutopolis, 111. The Gift of the 
author. 

Centennial History of Madison County, 111., 1812-1912. 2 Vals., 4to, 
Chicago, 1912. The Lewis Pub. Co., The gift of the publishers. 

Journal of Pontiac's Conspiracy, 1763. By Clarence Monroe Burton, 
243 pages, 8 vo., Detroit Gift of the author. 

Seventy-five Significant Years. The Story of Knox College, 1837-1912. 
By Martha Famham Webster, 210 pages, 8 vo., Galesburg, 111., 1912. 
Gift of Dean D. W. Simonds, Knox College, Galesburg, 111. 

Westmoreland County, Virginia, 1653-1912. Parts I and II, 153 pages, 
8 vo., Richmond, 1912. Gift of Judge T. R. B. Wright, of Tappahannock, 
Va., the compiler. 

The Stock Exchange from Within. By W. C. VanAntwerp, 459 pages, 
12 vo.. Garden City, N. Y., 1913. Gift of Doubleday, Page ft Co., the 
publishers. 

Illinois Composers of Music and Representative Works. Published 
under the direction of the Illinois Federation of Women's Clubs. Com- 
piled by Constance Barlow Smith. The gift of the compiler. 

The British Invasion of New Haven, Connecticut, together with 
Some Account of Their Landing and Burning the Towns of Fairfield 
and Norwalk, July, 1779. By Charles Henry Townshend. 112 pages, 
8 vo., New Haven, 1879. Gift of Yale University Library. 

The Coin Shilling of Massachusetts Bay. By William G. Sumner. 
Reprinted from the Yale Review, November, 1898. The gift of Yale 
University Library. 

Early Milliners and Dressmakers in Bloomington, 111. By Mise 
Amanda M. Thayer, 1912. Gift of Milo Custer, Bloomington, 111. 

Pioneer Preparation and Spinning of Flax and Wool. By Milo Custer, 
Bloomington, 111. Gift of Milo Custer, Bloomington, 111. 



